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Join with me in suffering, like a good soldier of Christ Jesus… 
The hardworking farmer should be the first to receive 

a share of the crops. Reflect on what I am saying, 
for the Lord will give you insight into all this. 

2 Timothy 2:3, 6-7 (NIV) 
 

The Biggest Little Farm chronicles the journey of John, Molly and Todd (their dog) 
for the first seven years of running Apricot Lane Farms – first planting their crops, 
which include 75 varieties of stone fruit, then dealing with the dry, dead soil 
before setting forth on the creation their utopia. 

Their mission is fraught with hardships, seemingly one after another. Coyotes are 
killing their chickens; gophers are ruining their orchards; aphids and birds are 
eating their fruit; and then there’s the horrific California drought, the worst the 
state as seen since records began in 1877. 

It seems as though when one pest has been vanquished another appears. The 
perseverance of John and Molly under the ever-present, watchful eyes of Todd is 
admirable to say the least, and though they may become discouraged through 
the tough decisions they must make, they remain steadfast in their goals. 

What unfolds is a testimony to faith and perseverance. John learns to take time 
to observe problems until a solution presents itself. Committed to a certain way 
of farming, a way of life that refuses to see anything, even pests and coyotes, as 
enemies to be destroyed leads them to an amazing place where they, “are no 
longer farming on their own.”  

God has created everything to work together for great good… and great food! 

It reminds me of being the church. In an era still marked by the consumeristic 
trends of specialization and monolithic approaches to being the church so the 
“consumers” will be attracted to the product, God is calling us again and again to 
the organic foundation of relationships.         
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The Biggest Little Church 

Relationships. They’re messy. They’re 
risky. They’re difficult to manage. They 
expose our weaknesses. They seem to 
reveal the areas in which we need to 
grow. 

And yet, relationships are the place we 
get the support we need to clean up our 
messes. They provide a context for the 
kind of love that gives us the security we 
need to examine our souls.  

Though fraught with the frailties of fallen 
people, relationships help us grow even 
as we help others grow into the fullness 
of the likeness of Jesus Christ. Relation-
ships aren’t just something we manage, 
they’re the soil in which we grow to 
become the best versions of ourselves. 

My favorite moment of the movie is 
when John discovers what ducks love 
more than water. Their orchards are 
literally being eaten alive by thousands of 
snails. What are they to do?  

In the midst of the drought, the ducks 
need help finding food. Suddenly John 
discovers, ducks love snails like candy! 
Problem solved! That year they produced 
500,000 pounds of food! 

I wonder what would happen if we took 
their approach as a church. What if 
instead of looking for the neatest, 
cleanest, tidiest expression of church we 
just embraced the organic fullness of 
relationships. I think we might just 
become, The Biggest Little Church.        
    Mark 



Worship & Spiritual Growth: Christian Schmutz 
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Becoming 

We are moving into the next season of Life Groups here at North-
lake Church! I wanted to take this opportunity to share some vision 
that will hopefully give us encouragement and anticipation as we 
jump into groups this fall.  
 
During the Kelso-Longview Leadership Prayer Summit this past 
spring, the group set aside time to do some personal reading and 
meditating on John 17:20-26. This passage is a powerful prayer of 
Jesus spoken just before he went to the cross. In this prayer Jesus 
prays for us at Northlake (literally - check it out!) and is asking the 
Father that we would be one with Him. 
 
Also from that place he prays that we would become perfectly one 
with each other. The result: that the world may know that God 
sent Jesus and loved them even as He loved Jesus. This is amazing! 
Our pursuit of unity with God and each other will produce fullness 
of unity in us and turning of the eyes of the lost to see Jesus as he 
is.  
 
As I was asking the Lord what it would look like for our Life Groups 
to be growing in the unity expressed in the passage, I felt like he 
told me these three things: It’s intentional, It’s relational and It’s 
missional. I believe these three things will launch us in this next 
season of meeting together toward becoming complete in unity as 
the body of Christ!  
 

It’s Intentional 
Heb 10:24-25 “...let us consider how we may spur one another on 
toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as 
some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another…”  
 
In this age of options there are so many things we could be giving 
our time to. It can get overwhelming to even decide.  We are 
called as believers to live life on purpose. “We don’t fight as one 
who beats the air” (1 Cor 9). From the moment we are saved and 
adopted into the family of God we are given a great calling and a 
purpose. Love God and love others! 
 
However if we aren’t intentional about pursuing these things in 
our lives we will atrophy and miss out on tasting and seeing the 
goodness of God in our lives and in our community. I want to en-
courage you to pray and ask the Lord in this next season what he is 
calling you to be a part of, and then stick with it! We need each 
other and to go deep as a community we need to be consistent 
and faithful in each other’s lives. 
 

It’s Relational 
1 Peter 1:22-23 
“Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a 
sincere brotherly love, love one another earnestly from a pure 
heart, since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but 
of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God…” 
 
We are made for relationships! These relationships in the body of 
Christ are eternal! That being said, relationships are not always 

easy. In our small groups you may interact with people you would not 
usually interact with in any other context. This is a beautiful thing 
about the church. 
 
The Lord sees each one of us as a beautiful expression of his own im-
age. Each one is given unique gifting, calling, and personality. It is our 
privilege to discover these things in one another. As we intentionally 
choose love and relationship we are built up as the body.  
 
This looks like loving the person the Lord has placed in front of us, 
mourning with those who mourn and rejoicing with those who are 
rejoicing in our community. This also look like pursuing and inviting 
others in even when it might feel more comfortable to be with those 
we already know well. When we do this we benefit from an expanded 
understanding of the heart of God. There is no inside and outside in 
the body of Christ. We are all brought in and are part of the family in 
Jesus! In this next season of Life Groups let’s be initiators with each 
other! 
 

It’s Missional 
Matt 28:19-20 
“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 
them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with 
you always, to the very end of the age.” 
 
As we meet together in groups we aren’t just aiming at being good at 
religion or becoming a great social club. Instead, we are aiming at 
living life abiding in Jesus, being transformed by Him, and walking in 
the purposes He has given us as His Church. As we abide in Jesus and 
experience oneness with Him we start to look like him. 
 
We begin to think the way he thinks, to see others the way he sees 
them, to do the things he does. This is just a natural progression. Je-
sus was sent into the world to bring the father’s love to those dwelling 
in darkness. We have also been sent! As many of you know, in imita-
tion of Jesus, our mission at Northlake Church is to:  

“Passionately introduce our world to Christ.” 
 
I believe that each one of us has been strategically placed throughout 
the city in our homes, jobs, and communities. As we grow and be-
come more like Jesus people will notice and His love will be overflow-
ing more and more from our hearts onto those around us. 
 
We reach out and shine the light of Jesus to those around us through-
out the week. Then we get the joy of coming together in our Life 
Groups to share encouragement and testimonies that will strengthen 
us to keep going, pursuing our calling as ambassadors for Christ. 
 
This is just a small picture of the life available in our Life Groups. I 
hope it stirs you as it does me! I am excited about what the Lord has 
for us together in this next season. Let’s be intentional, let’s be rela-
tional, and let’s be missional! As we walk in this way I really believe 
that God will be building his church and growing us up into the pur-
poses and maturity he has for us. Amen! 
 
Blessings, Christian Schmutz 



 Life Together             Life Groups, Connect Groups & House Churches 
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Connecting at Northlake 
  Life Groups/House Church: open-ended, relationship-based  

  groups that meet regularly to experience the Lord’s PRESENCE, POWER and PURPOSE.  
 
Some groups meet weekly, some bi-weekly in the model of Jesus and His group of followers: Jesus had 3 very close friends; 

12 core group members; and, 70 ministry partners who reached out to all the people they could with the message  and power of God’s love. 
Groups primarily meet in homes, but groups meet wherever and whenever they decide will work best for them! The primary purpose is rela-
tionship in the pursuit of Jesus...together!  We need new groups—find a partner and start inviting the people you see coming on Sunday 
mornings. This is our primary place of connecting. RALLY DAY is September 15. Plan to join a group! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Fall Theme: BECOMING 
 

CONNECT Groups: short-term opportunities to build relationships through shared in-

terests & activities, life enrichment classes & seminars, and…ministries & mission teams.   
 
            shared interests & activities, 

 
            life enrichment classes & seminars, and… 
 
            ministries & mission teams.  
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New 10-Week Life Groups are forming 
FOR EVERYONE! 
We are asking everyone at Northlake to commit to a new 
Life Group experience in which we will be connecting in 
small groups for 10-weeks. A guide has been developed 
that will help us all get on the same page this year! 
 
After 10 weeks (the week of September 15 through the week of Novem-
ber 17) we will finish this season of groups and be released for the holi-
day season. We also want to encourage you to form any Connect 
Groups God lays on your heart to provide creative ways to connect to 
God’s people here at Northlake through shared interests, hobbies, activ-
ities, studies, life enrichment classes, & ministry and mission teams. 

Life Groups 

House Church 



APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

Youth Group 
Wednesdays @6pm 

Girls Christmas  
Movie/Craft Night 
12/14 @ 6:30pm 

DECEMBER 
HAPPENINGS 

 
Girls  Group 

Wednesdays @5pm 

SEPTEMBER  
HAPPENINGS 

NATHAN BRUDI 9/21 

Youth Group 
Wednesdays @ 6pm 

Sun. 9/1: Back to school  
  pool party at   
  Sue’s 

Wed. 9/25: See You at the   

         Pole.  

SEPTEMBER 
BIRTHDAYS 

Take a picture with your friends or family on the first 
day of school then either:  

 bring a copy to youth group  
 post it on IG or FB and tag Northlake Youth  
 

You will be entered to win a Dutch Bros. gift card! 

2019 
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NorthlakeKids September 

Nursery/

Toddler 

Calendar 

Nursery Coordinators:  

Julianna Smith &              
Jenny Tennant 

Toddler Supervisor:  
Kaylena Morrison 

 
 

September 1 
Nursery: Amber Sentamu 
Toddlers: Jana Schmutz 

September 8 

Nursery: Pascale Kaufman 
Toddlers: Kristin & Jack 

Laulainen  

September 15 

Nursery: Scott Knapp   
Toddlers: Dee Vachon 

September 22 

Nursery: Kim Hammond 
Toddlers: Deb Sullivan 

September 29 

Nursery: Alicia Wenzek 
Toddlers: McCreadys 

SUNDAY  

MORNINGS 
 

10:00am—11:30am 

Infants to Age 18 Mos 

Nursery Upstairs 

Toddlers 18 mo thru Age 3 

Room 108 

10:20am—11:30am   

Preschool 4’s-5’s 

Room 104 

Kinder-Grade 1 

Room 106 

2nd-5th Grade 

Room 105 

A BIG Northlake Welcome to 

KAYLENA MORRISON 
Toddler Room Supervisor! 

 

NEW SUNDAY MORNING CLASSROOMS 
Beginning Sunday September 1st 

10:00am to End 

Nursery  Ages Newborn to 18 months Upstairs Nursery 

Toddlers  Ages 18 Months through Age 3  Room 108 
 

10:20am to End 

Preschool  Ages 4 & 5    Room 104 

K & Grade 1 Ages Kindergaten-1st Grade Room 106 

Grades 2– 5 Ages 2nd– 5th Grades  Room 105 
 

Areas we are in need of help:  

1. More arms to hold babies in the Nursery 

2. Rotational classroom assistants in the elementary age levels  
 

Contact Lisé 360/560-8135 for more info about serving in NorthlakeKids ministry! 

Thank you! 

 

Kaylena Morrison is a senior at Three Rivers Christian School.                              
More from Kaylena: “I am passionate about reading and                                     
music because if I didn’t have those things in my life I don’t                                             
know where I will be at. Reading takes me to a whole new world,                              
it makes me feel like I am actually in the story and for music it makes me feel 
happy.      My goals right now are to make people happy and brighten up their day. 
Also another goal is to become a surgeon or an actress one day! I come from a big 
family so I have been around kids of all ages my whole life. I love watching my 
nieces and nephews because I get to spend time with them. They make me happy.” 

WELCOME TO THE NORTHLAKEKIDS TEAM, KAYLENA! 



NorthlakeSeniors 

NorthlakeSeniors 

SENIOR ADULT MINISTRY—Ages 50+ 
 If you are at least 50 years old, we would like you to join us on any of our activities listed below!    

Please join us! 
   

(If one member of a couple is 50+ they are both welcome to come to our events! 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, September 11th – Men’s Breakfast at 9:00am     
The men meet at Campus Towers, 1767 20th Avenue, Longview  for breakfast and fellowship. Men invite your 50+ 
friends to join you for breakfast. Call Butch Harford at 360/430-0239 with any questions. 
 
 
 

Sunday, September 15th —Sunday Dinner at Noon   
Come join us at the Golden Palace, 1245 14th Ave., Longview for good food and fellowship.  Please call Kathleen Rollins 
at 360/577-0709 with any questions. 
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15
th
 Annual 

Philippines Mission Team 

October 21-Nov 1 
Medical Clinic/Evangelism outreach 

 

APOSTOLIC MINISTRIES  Expanding the Kingdom 
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Sunday Mornings at Northlake 

EARLY WORSHIP  8:30am-9:30am 
Hymns and familiar songs accompanied by piano and keyboard will set 
the tone of this “lighter & quieter” worship gathering with the same 
announcements and message. Sorry, but no child care is provided during 
this service.  
 

BREAKFAST FELLOWSHIP—9:30am-9:55am 
Pancakes & eggs provided—Bring an item to share 
EVERY SUNDAY except the first Sunday each month 

FAMILY BASH potluck lunch follows worship on the first Sunday each month! 
 
 

10AM WORSHIP  10:00am-11:30am    
Full-band worship for everyone! Infant and toddler care is available upon 
arrival; all other children remain with their parents for worship—

children will be released to NorthlakeKids Ministry around 10:30am. 

We share family news and announcements and then receive the mes-
sage including time to respond together with our children. 
 

Parents should pickup kids from  NorthlakeKids during the 
response time—an announcement will be made. THANKS! 
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WORSHIP THROUGH GIVING 

Financial Snapshot July 2019 

GOAL  $ 34,750      

REC’D $ 25,058     -$9,882 
 
 

Emergency Needs Fund ($175); Building Fund ($150); Campus 

Towers ($50); Three Rivers Christian School ($75); Caring Preg-

nancy Center ($102); Love INC of Cowlitz County ($424); Commu-

nity House on Broadway ($45); Hard Hats for Christ ($897); Three 

Rivers House of Prayer ($100); Mexico Mission ($50); Uganda 

Mission ($10); Ephraim & Jova ($102); Martin & Elizabeth ($807); 

Uganda Refugee Teachers ($75); Uganda Well Fund ($30); Jo-

seph & Lynne-Asia ($142); Mexico Mission ($465); Tents of Mercy-

Israel ($10); Philippines Mission ($200); Christ on the Court ($320) 

 

TOTAL GIVING: 

$28,872 
 
 

Our General Fund giving in July reflected the busyness of 

summer. We are rejoicing to report that our people have 

responded to the Lord in August by giving just over $58,000 

to the General Fund! Praise God for this blessing as we 

continue through the summer months. Thank you! 

WAYS TO GIVE:  

 Giving Booth in the southwest corner of the worship auditori-

um on Sundays; 

 Giving Kiosk is available for debit/credit card and smart pay in 

the lobby under the monitor; 

 our website: northlake-church.org; “Giving” upper right corner 

 Giving by Text: has been discontinued. 

 AND... we have also launched the Northlake Church 

smartphone App that is available at your app store. The app 

provides easy links to our website including a donate link! 

Search for: northlake church longview and look for our com-

pass logo. 



STAY IN TOUCH 

COME SEE US 
2614 Ocean Beach Hwy. 
Longview, WA  98632 

CALL US 
360.423.3805 

VISIT US 
www.northlake-church.org 

EXTENDED MINISTRIES 
 

For more information about Campus Towers Retirement Home 

www.campustowers.org 
 

For more information about Three Rivers Christian School 

www.3riversschool.net 
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Northlake coffee mugs are  

available for $5 each!  

Stop by the Welcome Center on  

Sundays or the church office M-TH, 8am-4pm 

                           
 
 
 

 

COMING THIS MONTH! 

win+win 

parenting 
 

Northlake is a sponsoring church 
for this parenting seminar to be 
held at Father’s House Church 

here in Longview, Sept 7-8. 
 

For info & SIGN-Up online: 
winwin2019.com  

 
for more info see page 6 

http://www.ChurchName.org

