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Living in Community       Mark Schmutz, senior pastor 

“Jesus went up on a mountainside and called to him those he wanted, and they 

came to him. He appointed twelve that they might be with him...”  
Mark 3:13-14 (NIV)   
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     Jesus modeled something powerful for us as we seek to answer the question: 

How do we make disciples?  

     We know that Jesus came from a large family. Joseph and Mary had Jesus as their first-

born son, but they added four brothers and likely as many sisters (or more!) after him (see 

Matthew 13:55-56). But as he moved publicly to fulfill the Father’s purpose for His life, he 

prayed and then chose 12 whom he shared life and ministry with for 3 years. The first stated 

purpose of this group: that they might be with him. Spiritual family needs to become as high 

a value as natural family for us. 

     This is significant for us. We will be calling EVERYONE at Northlake to follow the example 

of Jesus by engaging in a 14-week Life Group beginning at the end of January. Please pray 

and plan to participate in the Life of Jesus in small group community this year.  Let’s ask the 

Lord for souls ...and form families for everyone to come home to!           

                 Mark 



Worship & Spiritual Growth: Christian Schmutz 
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Remembrance 
 

As I write, another year is drawing to a close. We find ourselves in 

the midst of holiday parties, spending time with family, taking time 

off from work, traveling, hosting, finishing things up… Life might 

seem like it’s moving a bit slower, or perhaps a bit faster. We 

might feel more joy in the celebration or find lingering sadness. No 

matter what it is, in this season of transition to a new year, it often 

feels a little different from the normal routine.  

Over the past several years I have made it a practice to take some 

time apart with the Lord to look forward to what He wants to 

speak over the coming year. This year I was encouraged by a friend 

to also take some time to look back.  

As I was beginning this process I was reminded of the message that 

Marty Shoub preached at Northlake in October.  

Marty’s message was all about the act of remembering as seen in a 

Biblical context. He was showing us that while remembering has a 

component of looking back and thinking upon what the Lord has 

done, it also evokes an anticipation and an expectation in looking 

forward.  

An example that Marty used to show us this concept was in 1 Sam-

uel 17:34-37: 

         “Saul replied, “You are not able to go out against this 

Philistine and fight him; you are only a young man, and 

he has been a warrior from his youth.” 

 

But David said to Saul, “Your servant has been keeping 

his father’s sheep. When a lion or a bear came and car-

ried off a sheep from the flock, I went after it, struck it 

and rescued the sheep from its mouth. When it turned 

on me, I seized it by its hair, struck it and killed it. Your 

servant has killed both the lion and the bear; this uncir-

cumcised Philistine will be like one of them, because he 

has defied the armies of the living God. The Lord who 

rescued me from the paw of the lion and the paw of 

the bear will rescue me from the hand of this Philis-

tine.” 

Here we see that as David is about to go up against Goliath the 

Philistine, Saul is lacking confidence in David’s ability to be victori-

ous. However, David by remembering declares this testimony of 

the way God moved in his past. This looking back propelled him in 

faith to move forward into what the Lord had given him to do. 

In the book of Revelation we see declarations of what God has 

done: “Salvation belongs to our God.” In Chapter 19, Jesus is called 

“Faithful and True.” In Psalm 119, the Psalmist declares that “God’s 

faithfulness endures to all generations.” In Psalm 136, we read again 

and again of the steadfast love of the Lord which endures forever! This 

is who our God is! He is good and He will be good! He has saved and he 

will save! He is near to those who are brokenhearted and Joy is a fruit 

of His Spirit.  

The unique story and testimony that the Lord has given us is a beautiful 

thing. This story we have been given has power! It is by this testimony 

and the precious blood of Jesus that we overcome the evil one!  

∞ 
As an application this month let me invite you to create some space 

with the Lord to do some remembering. Take some time to think over 

the past year. Invite the Lord into this process. Ask Him to highlight and 

bring things to mind. Celebrate and thank Him for the good and the 

fond memories. Rest and mourn with Him in the hard or painful memo-

ries. (It can be helpful/healing to ask Him to show you where He was in 

the midst of hard things) 

As you are doing this I encourage you to be writing things down that 

stand out or things you feel like the Lord is speaking to you in this pro-

cess.  

At the end you can turn your thoughts to the coming year. Let faith at 

the Lord’s goodness be stirred! Maybe even write down some things 

that you feel the Lord is bringing into your heart to be believing for in 

the coming year.  

It’s my prayer that in remembering with the Lord during this season of 

transition we will all enjoy the sweetness of His nearness! Also that we 

will grow in an awareness of His presence that is with us and will contin-

ue to be with us throughout the coming year! Let’s be anticipating that 

we will again taste and see the goodness of the Lord in 2019! 

Blessings, 

Christian 

New Life Groups 
are forming this Month 

We are inviting all leaders to an orientation lunch on  

Sunday, January 13 at 12pm in the Family Room (formerly the 

Fellowship Hall). We will provide lunch and child care. 
 

We will be providing an orientation to the new Life Group format 

and prepare for the January 27 Rally Day in which we will seek to 

connect every person at Northlake to the life of Jesus experienced 

through His Body, the Church. Let’s pray and prepare for a new  

season as we continue to ask the Lord for 700 souls! 



Life Together    Life Groups, Connect Groups & House Churches 

 
 
 

Connecting at Northlake 
  Life Groups/House Church: open-ended, relationship-based  

  groups that meet regularly to experience the Lord’s PRESENCE, POWER and PURPOSE.  
 
Some groups meet weekly, some bi-weekly in the model of Jesus and His group of followers: Jesus had 3 very close friends; 

12 core group members; and, 70 ministry partners who reached out to all the people they could with the message  and power of God’s love. 
Groups primarily meet in homes, but groups meet wherever and whenever they decide will work best for them! The primary purpose is rela-
tionship in the pursuit of Jesus...together!  We need new groups—find a partner and start inviting the people you see coming on Sunday 
mornings. This is our primary place of connecting. 
 

SIMPLE MEETING FORMAT—in the new year we are offering a digital bulletin that includes a Life Group meeting planning tool. We sug-

gest that you keep it simple: just take turns leading a short devotional time; whomever leads would be responsible for refreshments for that 
meeting; then take time to share with one another and pray for each other. An ice-breaker question is also provided for your use, if needed. 
Please provide us with your current email address to receive the new digital bulletin: Northlake Weekly. 

  
HAND-SPAN APPROACH: in this format, you take a look at a passage of the Bible together—just have someone pick one for the group: 

about a “hand-span” in length, that is, a short passage—and then discuss these five questions: 
 
 1. What did you like about what we read? 
 2. What didn’t you like? 
 3. What questions do you have about what we read? 
 4. What does this passage tell us about God? 
 5. In light of where you are in life right now, if you were to apply this to your life, what might that look like? 

 

CONNECT Groups: short-term opportunities to build relationships through shared in-

terests & activities, life enrichment classes & seminars, and…ministries & mission teams.   
 
            shared interests & activities, 

 
            life enrichment classes & seminars, and… 
 
            ministries & mission teams.  

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

New Life Groups & Connect Groups are forming as the Lord leads—contact Pastor Christian if you have a vision for a new group. 
We will have an organized launch of new groups on January 27—plan to get connected at Northlake! 

We are developing a team of leaders for this new season right now. 
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Belly Brigade  

On Sunday, January 27, 

Northlake Youth will be 

helping at the Belly Brigade 

located at 416 20th Ave. 

Afterwards we will return to 

the church for a Nerf War in 

the gym. We hope to see 

you there!  

Youth Group 
Wednesdays @6pm 

Girls Christmas  
Movie/Craft Night 
12/14 @ 6:30pm 

DECEMBER 
HAPPENINGS 

 
Girls  Group 

Wednesdays @5pm 

JANUARY 
HAPPENINGS 

 
Girl’s  Group 

Wednesdays @ 5pm 

Youth Group 
Wednesdays @ 6pm 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

Anna Tevis 1/6 

Kaylena Morrison 1/8 

Ethan Allen 1/17 

Ryder Emmons 1/18 

Bitna Yi 1/30 

Belly Brigade &  

Nerf War 

1/27 

January’s mindbender: Be the first to post your answer on our 

Facebook or Instagram page to receive a prize! 

A message from PJ: 

 

     As we stand overlooking the year ahead of us, I 

would like for us to think about what God would like us 

to do for others. We have many opportunities everyday 

to show simple kindness to those around us. We will 

even have opportunities as a group to take chunks of 

time out of our schedules to serve others.  

     In the book of Philippians chapter 2 verses 3-4, Paul 

tells us, “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain con-

ceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, 

not looking to your own interests but each of you to the 

interests of the others.” 

     Stay connected to our Instagram page, Facebook 

page, and come to youth group to experience more 

Grace, Love, and Service, and learn how you can join 

the Jesus movement! 

 

Love in Christ, Pastor Joshua 

What always runs,  
but never walks,  

often murmurs, never talks,  
has a bed, but never sleeps,  

has a mouth, but never eats? 



NorthlakeKids 

I’m so glad to have had a restful break. But, oh how I missed you 

all!  

Thank You to our Miranda for carrying the Children’s Ministry torch 

these past two years! I know she will grieve the loss of loving our littles 

each week. We bless her to go where the Lord takes her in this next 

season.  What will God do with such a servant as her? We can’t wait to 

see how it unfolds! 

As for our beautiful Northlake kiddos, I am thankful for this interim 

opportunity and looking forward to a new season and whatever that 

means for loving and serving our precious ones in the best way 

possible. THEY ARE PRICELESS! 

As we begin to look at the current configuration of classes, it’s my plan 

to continue with what Miranda mentioned in the December newsletter 

regarding a rotational teaching schedule for all ages through grade 5. 

Our hope is that this will give more opportunity for many to use their 

teaching skills for the pre-K—grade 5 classrooms without the 12 week 

quarterly commitment on each Sunday. The idea is to commit to once a 

month for 6 months with the invitation to continue longer if it’s a good 

fit. The nursery & toddler rotations will continue as they are now. 

Those serving in Children’s Ministry will not be asked to serve on more 

than one rotation at a time.  

I will begin making phone calls and connecting with our church family 

in January in hopes of implementing the pre-K through 5th grade 

rotational teaching beginning on Sunday,  February 3rd. Don’t be 

afraid to answer your phone if it rings!  

In Love & Service,  Lisé Taylor 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
It’s good to be back in action! 

JANUARY  

VOLUNTEER  

CALENDAR 

 

Nursery Supervisor:  

Julianna Smith 

Toddler Supervisor:  

Sydney Hall 

 

January 6th, 2019   

Nursery: Kim Hammond  
Toddler: Ann Williamson 

January 13th, 2019  
Nursery: Andrew Hillger  
Toddler: Kaylena 
Morrison 

January 20th, 2019  
Nursery: Amy Brudi   

Toddler: Jana Schmutz 

January 27th, 2019  
Nursery: Terri Hopkins 
Toddler: Addi Hall 

 

SUNDAY  

MORNINGS 

10:00am—11:30am 

Infants thru Age 1 

Nursery Upstairs 

Toddlers 2’s-3’s 

Room 108 

 

10:30am— 11:30am    

Preschool 4’s-Kind. 

Room 104 

1st—5th Grade 

   Room 105 

Some of your Children made SPARKLE BOXES 

on December 23rd in Sunday School. We read the 

book  “The Sparkle Box” together before making 

the boxes. The idea is to fill those up during the 

calendar year with little slips of paper listing 

those things (big or small) that your family does 

in service to others. Then on 

Christmas Day open the 

boxes, read the slips of 

paper as special gifts you’re 

giving in honor of Jesus’ 

birthday. Have fun!! 
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NorthlakeSeniors 

NorthlakeSeniors 

SENIOR ADULT MINISTRY—Ages 50+ 
 If you are at least 50 years old, we would like you to join us on any of our activities listed below!    

We schedule some of our trips on Saturdays for those that are not yet retired. 
Please join us!   

(If one member of a couple is 50+ they are both welcome to come to our events! 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, January 9th – Men’s Breakfast at 9:00am    The men meet at Campus Towers, 1767 20th 

Avenue, Longview  for breakfast and fellowship. Men invite your 50+ friends to join you for breakfast. Call Butch 
Harford at 360/577-0368 with any questions. 
 
 
 

Sunday, January 13th — Sunday Dinner  at Noon  (second Sunday due to annual meetings on January 20) 

THIS MONTH’S LOCATION: Come join us at Sizzler Restaurant, 936 Ocean Beach Hwy., Longview for good food and  
fellowship. We would love to have anyone 50+ join us so we can get to know one another better! Please call Kathleen 
Rollins at 360/577-0709 with any questions. Following worship at Northlake!  
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Northlake Fostering Together 
 

Save the Date 
April 5 & 6, 2019 
 

This April our church will be the host site for the 
Empowered to Connect Conference 

National Simulcast 
 

This is your chance to come and experience practical teaching in a safe and supportive community.    
We work to equip families, churches, and professionals to better serve children impacted by  

trauma, adoption and foster care.   
  

Featuring Trust-Based Relational Intervention® methods, developed by Dr. Karyn Purvis and Dr. David Cross from the  
Karyn Purvis Institute of Child Development at TCU, to help bring attachment and connection in families.  

 

Pastors, ministry leaders, educators, childcare workers, social service providers, 
foster and adoptive families, are encouraged to attend!  

 
 

Your Northlake Fostering Together team is so excited that we can bring this training to Longview and that our church will 
be the host site.  Please help us get the word out and mark your calendars.  More details to follow in the coming months. 

Northlake 

Church 

and Campus 

Towers  

Retirement 

Home  

Annual  

Meetings  

will be held on 

Sunday,  

January 20 

At 

12pm in the 

Family Room 
(formerly Fellowship Hall) 

A light lunch will be 

served. Child care provid-

ed thru 5th grade. 



UGANDA MISSION TEAM 
February 3-16 

A team of 10 from Northlake will travel to Uganda in the first half of 
February 2019. This team will include 3 members of the local Altrusa 
service club. Altrusa has had a team of ladies who have sewn and as-
sembled 300 feminine hygiene kits. Many girls drop out of school when 
their menstrual cycle begins due to a lack of affordable hygiene prod-
ucts. These kits feature durable, reusable pads which the women on 
the team will help train the girls for use and care. Two seminars are 
being planned at two new sites. 
 
The team will also celebrate the dedication of two bore holes, one of 
which was provided through funds given at Northlake. In addition, the 
team will preach the gospel at the hygiene seminars, participate in 
Sunday worship at a DOVE Uganda congregation, and visit the site of 
the new vocational school sponsored through the DOVE Uganda Chil-
dren’s Fund. The school was modestly launched in the fall of this year 
at the Nyakagando School in Masindi District. 
 
If you would like to assist with the team budget, please designate your 
gift to: Uganda Mission Team, online at www.northlake-church,org, on 
Sundays at the Giving Booth in the worship center, or you may send 
your gift to the church office:  
 

2614 Ocean Beach Hwy., Longview, WA 98632. 

APOSTOLIC MINISTRIES  Expanding the Kingdom 
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Sunday Mornings at Northlake 

 

WORSHIP  10:00am-11:30am    

Full-band worship for everyone! Infant and toddler 

care is available upon arrival; all other children remain 

with their parents for worship—they will be released 

to NorthlakeKids Ministry around 10:30am 

         

MESSAGE & RESPONSE 

We share family news and announcements and then 

receive the message including time to respond togeth-

er with our children. 

 

Parents should pickup kids from  NorthlakeKids during the 

response time—an announcement will be made. THANKS! 

Arrive between 

9:30am-10am for  

coffee and refresh-

ments and to connect 

with others! 

WORSHIP  

begins at 10am 

for everyone! Northlake Church family life—

including communion and baptisms 

will happen during worship.  

Announcements will follow after 

children are released to Northlake 

Kids Children’s Ministry.  

Creative messages will take a variety of 

forms and styles seeking to connect people 

with God through Jesus Christ. 

Following the message we will have a time for worship and  

responding to the Lord together with our children! 

Worship will conclude at 11:30am 

NEW WORSHIP 

SCHEDULE for SUNDAY 

MORNINGS 
Beginning January 6 
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STAY IN TOUCH 

COME SEE US 
2614 Ocean Beach Hwy. 
Longview, WA  98632 

CALL US 
360.423.3805 

VISIT US 
www.northlake-church.org 

EXTENDED MINISTRIES 
 

For more information about Campus Towers Retirement Home 

www.campustowers.org 
 

For more information about Three Rivers Christian School 

www.3riversschool.net 
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Northlake coffee mugs are  

available for $5 each!  

Stop by the Welcome Center on  

Sundays or the church office M-TH, 8am-4pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sunday, January 27 
New 14-Week Life Groups will be forming 
FOR EVERYONE! 
 
We are asking everyone at Northlake to commit to a new 
Life Group experience in which we will be connecting in 
small groups for 14-weeks. A guide is being developed that 
will help us all get on the same page in this new season. 
 

 
After 14 weeks (the week of January 27 through the week of April 28) we 
will finish this season of groups and be released for the summer months. 
During the summer we would love to see about 12-15 Connect Groups 
form to provide creative ways to connect to God’s people here at North-
lake through shared interests, hobbies, activities, studies, life enrichment 
classes, & ministry and mission teams.         PLAN TO CONNECT in 2019! 

http://www.ChurchName.org

