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I am under vows to you, my God; I will present my thank offerings to 
you for you have delivered me from death and my feet from 

stumbling, that I may walk before God in the light of life. 
Psalm 56:12-13 (NIV) 

 

     When I was 7 years old I gave my life to Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. Certainly I was 
too young to know the full implications of all this would mean, but God has never let me 
forget: “You belong to Me.” 

     In times of struggle, in times of doubt, in times when I thought, “Thanks, God, I’ve got it 
from here,” the Holy Spirit will gently remind me, “You belong to Me.” Surrendering to this 
promise is always the path of blessing for me. 

     I made a vow to God. He holds me to it. God has made me a better man, a better 
husband, a better father, a better friend, and called me to serve Him in what I do with my 
life. He calls me to be a good steward of all He has entrusted to me: time, treasure, talents. 

     Because I am under vows to God, I work at my relationship with my wife to love her “as 
Christ loves the Church.” I work to be a blessing to my kids and help them fulfill God’s 
purposes for their lives—and not to “exasperate my children.” I serve diligently in God’s call 
on my life—it could have been other honorable work, but I am blessed to serve at pastor at 
Northlake Church, to encourage the Body of Christ in our region and serve in the world. 

     Because I am under vows to God I devote myself to reading God’s Word everyday, to 
regular times of worship and prayer—at Northlake and Three Rivers House of Prayer, 
listening for the voice of the Lord so I can “walk before God in the light of life.” I choose to 
honor Him with the first 10% of all He has blessed me with and give additionally in every 
way He was called me to give… and to go!  

    Because I am under vows, I go across the room, across town, and around the world to 
touch lives with the love of God and the message that they too can come under vows to a 
God who loves them and has a wonderful plan to restore paradise for us all! I go with and 
to others because God is love. Let’s be “under vows” ...together!                         Mark 
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SWEET FRIENDSHIPS  

Sweet friendships refresh the soul and awaken our 
hearts with joy, for good friends are like the anointing 
oil that yields the fragrant incense of God’s presence. 
            Proverbs 27:9 (TPT) 

We were made for relationship! 
 
As believers in Christ we are called to love our neighbors. It’s the 
second of the two greatest commandments!  
 
That means we are called to love those within the church. As we 
say yes to Jesus we become part of the family of Christ. Jesus be-
comes the connection point for many people who might not other-
wise cross each other’s paths in their normal walk of life.  
 
We are also called to love those outside of the church. When we 
say yes to Jesus we become his ambassadors and we are called to 
go, to be his witnesses to those who don’t know him. The church is 
meant to grow and expand.  
 
Relationship is what we were made for and it is a primary thing we 
spend our time on both in building new friendships and keeping up 
with those already in the family of God. This is a glorious thing!  
 
However, sometimes this can feel tiresome. In the midst of the call 
of the Lord to keep reaching out it can be easy to lose vision for 
relationships. We might feel comfortable where we are, we might 
be overwhelmed by the busyness of life, we might feel that we just 
don’t have the capacity to reach out, or we could be in a place of 
rebuilding after a life transition.  
 
It can feel like a momentous task, exposing our hearts again and 
again. In this place, the fear of rejection or judgement can be de-
bilitating. Whatever season we might be in, relationships old and 
new take intentionality, risk, trust, time, and commitment. 
 
The Lord has been reminding me lately that even in the midst of all 
this, relationships are so worth it and even beyond that, that rela-
tionships are needed! The Lord doesn’t call us to things that have 
no purpose. Relationships are vital for our health and growth! They 
are worth fighting for.  
 
Here are a few thoughts I am processing with the Lord about this 
subject that I hope will encourage you as well: 
 

1. Let’s keep the first commandment first 
The Lord calls us to love him first. Out of this relationship every-
thing else flows. If we aren’t spending time with the Lord, letting 
the word of God dwell in us richly (Col 3), receiving his identity, 
walking rooted in his love, then we will not be able to love others 
well. 
 
We come into relationships with a God-shaped hole, a hunger for 
only who he can be in our lives. We need to fill this space and so at 
times we try to fill it with human relationship. This is an impossible 
task and leaves us feeling burned out, bruised, and empty. There is 

also a good chance it will cause hurt in others or cause unhealthy 
attachment between us. Let’s get filled up with Jesus and his identity, 
taking care of our own hearts first, then in relationships we will be 
able to give and receive in a healthy way. 
 

2. Friendship is like a symphony 
I can fall into the trap of viewing friendship as a means to an end, to 
viewing others as a project to be worked on. Relationship is not 
meant to be either of these things.  
 
The Lord gave me the picture of a symphony. When playing a musical 
piece, the ultimate goal is not to just get to the end, neither for the 
musicians or for the listener. The purpose is to enjoy the musical jour-
ney, being present in every moment, appreciating it’s beauty and 
emotion. 
 
Relationships are the same way. Every moment in relationship is an 
opportunity to love, to grow, to learn, to serve, to be challenged, and 
to experience the preciousness of each person who has been created 
in the image of God. The Lord sees each one of us as a treasure so 
precious he spent his very life to have us back. He allows us to see 
each other in that same way. 
 

3. God is an initiator 
The Lord is an initiator. He doesn’t wait for us to come to him but he 
comes to us, he speaks first and he has been doing this ever since he 
made Adam and Eve in the garden. In the same way I believe he calls 
us to be initiators with each other and with those around us. This isn’t 
easy. It takes vulnerability, it takes extending ourselves, offering our 
own hearts. It’s true, there is a chance at rejection or the chance of an 
awkward moment.  
 
Especially in our day, technology has become such a barrier. Yes, it 
has provided ways for us to communicate with each other over vast 
distances (I am thankful for this) but it also has created walls we can 
hide behind. It can even be easy to get our relational needs “met” by 
various entertainment options. It’s comfortable, safe ...and in endless 
supply. In this day and age interacting face to face is becoming more 
rare and has become more unfamiliar and difficult.  
 
That being said: relationship it is worth it! It is worth fighting for and 
fighting for it often means becoming an initiator. If we all are waiting 
around for someone else to initiate no one will. The encouragement is 
that when we do this we are following God’s example he set before us 
and we are obeying his word. The Lord never calls us to things that we 
cannot (with his help) accomplish. He is with us and will help us along 
the way.   
 
Relationships are worth it! Let’s be intentional! 
 
I am praying that as he calls us to relationship, the Lord will care for 
our own hearts, that he will show us his balance, and that he will also 
release us into deepening friendships among those in our Northlake 
Church community and among those around us in our city.  
 
 
 
 

           Blessings, Christian 



 Life Together     

        Summer 
        CONNECT 
        Groups 
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Summer 

Connect Groups 
HAVE LAUNCHED! 

 
Get Connected! 
Bring a Friend! 



APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

Youth Group 
Wednesdays @6pm 

Girls Christmas  
Movie/Craft Night 
12/14 @ 6:30pm 

DECEMBER 
HAPPENINGS 

 
Girls  Group 

Wednesdays @5pm 

AUGUST  
HAPPENINGS 

A message from PJ: 

Which famous person would 
you want to get a friend 
request from? Who do you 
wish would follow you on Insta? 
For me, it would be Jeremy 
Riddle!  

With that said, while it’s fun to 
have your favorite people follow 
you on social media, we were 
made to have face-to-face, 
personal, deep relationships 
with others. We were also made 
to have a real relationship with 
our Creator; not just a social 
media following, but a personal, 
intimate relationship. Jesus said 
in the book of John that he 
doesn’t call us servants, but he calls us friends! Our role in this 
relationship is to love him ...and others.  

He said if we love each other that his joy would be in us and 
our joy would be complete! Imagine, complete joy! Not just 
happiness because you got that new phone or get to do 
something you love, but joy that lasts even through really hard 
times.  

Nick, Dwayne, Juliana, Angelina, myself and a few other friends 
are going to be travelling to Mexico this month to meet up with 
some friends that we have know as a church for many years. 
Nick and I met them two years ago and we are looking forward 
to not just a distant, social media interaction, but seeing our 
friends again face-to-face and picking up where we left off. Pray 
for us as we go and love our friends in Tecate. 

Youth, let’s love Jesus and each other more and more. Let’s 
watch our joy be made complete and friendships grow and 
grow.  
 

Love in Christ, Pastor Joshua 

Adyson Pilger 8/5 

Alicia Wenzek 8/7 

Cole Shipman 8/9 

Jose Wheeler  8/9 

Nick Sapp 8/25 

Youth Group 
Wednesdays @ 6pm 

Fri. 8/2:      Cowlitz Black  

                  Bears Game 

Wed. 8/7:   No youth group 

8/10-17:     Mission trip to  
        Mexico 

Wed. 8/14: Bowling  

Tue. 8/20:  Parent meeting 

Sun. 8/25:  Beach trip 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

August 

                    

 

 

 

Take a picture with your friends or 

family enjoying August then either:  

 bring a copy to youth group  

 post it on IG or FB and tag 

Northlake Youth  

You will be entered to win a Dutch 

Bros. gift card! 

John 15:12-14 

My command is this: 
Love each other as I 

have loved you. Great-
er love has no one 

than this: to lay down 
one’s life for one’s 
friends. You are my 

friends if you do what 
I command.  



5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NorthlakeKids August 

Nursery/

Toddler  

Calendar 

 

Nursery Coordinators:  

Julianna Smith &              
Jenny Tennant 

Toddler Supervisor:  

Sydney Hall 

August 4 

Nursery: Kathleen Rollins 

Toddler: Barbie Morrison 

August 11 

Nursery: Caren Smith  

Toddler: Susie Meyers  

August 18 

Nursery: Betty Si 

Toddler: Amy Roden 

August 25 

Nursery: Lessley Hillger 

 Toddler: Jan Ferguson 
 

SUNDAY  

MORNINGS 

 

10:00am—11:30am 

Infants thru Age 1 

Nursery Upstairs 

Toddlers 2’s-3’s 

Room 108 

10:20am— 11:30am   

Preschool 4’s-Kind. 

Room 104 

1st—5th Grade 

Room 105 

ELEMENTARY 4-WEEK ROTATION 

August 2019– January 2020 

4’s-Kindergarten (Room 104):  

1st Sundays: Mark Outland  

2nd Sundays: Emily Morgan  

3rd Sundays: Didi Wisdom  

4th Sundays: Andréa Brogan 

 

1st—5th Grade (Room 105):  

1st Sundays: Lisé Taylor  

2nd Sundays: Laurie Pilger  

3rd Sundays: Kristine Reto  

4th Sundays: Pam Hayes 

The Jesus Storybook 

Bible Series 

Curriculum and all  lesson extras will 

be provided to classrooms each 

Sunday Morning. Scripture reference 

provided to teachers prior to your 

teaching day! 

God’s Big Picture 

Bible stories told in an 

imaginative and useful way—kids 

love to show the pictures they 

drew and then tell what their 

sketches mean! 

 

END OF  

SUMMER  

PARTY! 

Yes, that’s right, its going to happen… an end of summer party!              
Why, you ask? Because we’re kids and we love to have fun!  

August 25th will be our  
“OUT OF THIS WORLD” END OF SUMMER PARTY!  

We’ll hold it during Sunday School hour for ages Preschool- 5th Grade. 
There will be lunar dancing, orbital activities and inter-stellar snacks. 

There may even be a guest appearance of  
Larry Boy, The Cucumber from Outer Space!  

Let the moon-walking begin! 
 

Students will move up to the next grade level on Sunday, September 1st! 

for Caring Pregnancy 
Center 

We are going to once again ask our Northlake 
family to join us in our 5th Sunday Outreach as 
we offer a Caring Pregnancy Center Baby 
Shower called “BABY LOVE.” We’ll have a 
guest from CPC come visit our kiddos on a 
Sunday, gather shower items, and celebrate 
with a good ole fashion baby shower 
downstairs with games, prizes, cake and all! 
And, you know how we are, we’ll most likely 
have to dress the part! Stay tuned!! 



NorthlakeSeniors 

NorthlakeSeniors 

SENIOR ADULT MINISTRY—Ages 50+ 
 If you are at least 50 years old, we would like you to join us on any of our activities listed below!    

Please join us! 
   

(If one member of a couple is 50+ they are both welcome to come to our events! 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, August 14th – Men’s Breakfast at 9:00am     
The men meet at Campus Towers, 1767 20th Avenue, Longview  for breakfast and fellowship. Men invite your 50+ 
friends to join you for breakfast. Call Butch Harford at 360/430-0239 with any questions. 
 
 
 

Sunday Dinner at Noon  NOTE: NO SUNDAY DINNER THIS MONTH 
We will meet again in September—of course, feel free to invite one another… or even younger friends at Northlake … to 
go out for lunch any Sunday you would like to! Please call Kathleen Rollins at 360/577-0709 with any questions. 
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Download Our App! 

 

COMING THIS FALL! 
 

Northlake Church is joining a team of 5 
congregations to present a dynamic train-
ing event for parents hosted by our friends 
at Father’s House Church, 1315 Commerce 

Ave Longview, SEPTEMBER 6-8. 
 

 
 

Seth Dahl is a writer and worldwide speaker to adults and children. He is known for his 
powerful wisdom communicated through a contagious joy and childlikeness. Seth and 
Lauren love to empower families to build a strong connection that fosters peace and 
creates a thriving family culture. Seth, Lauren and their three children homestead with 
a large garden and handful of animals on a small farm in California. 
 
With over 15 years experience working with children and being a children’s pastor, 
Seth has cultivated a passion to help parents create a thriving family culture at home. 
Sometimes parenting is overwhelming, but it doesn’t have to be! Seth and Lauren love 
being able to equip people with the practical and spiritual tools they need to create 
the thriving family culture they’ve always dreamed of. 
 
Raising young children doesn’t have to leave you feeling overwhelmed and uncertain. 
It can be a time you thrive and feel empowered while raising the little ones that you 
love. In a refreshing deviation from hearing only lists of what you “must do” to set 
young children up for success, Seth and Lauren pass along mindsets and skills to create 
a thriving family--not only for your children, but for yourself as well. 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR AND WATCH FOR MORE INFORMATION! 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
15

th
 Annual 

Philippines Mission Team 

October 21-Nov 1 
Medical Clinic/Evangelism outreach 
Children’s Evangelism Ministry 
Testimonies & Evangelism 
Worship & Friendship 
COST: $1200 est. 

 
Applications at the WELCOME CENTER 

DEADLINE: August 25 

APOSTOLIC MINISTRIES  Expanding the Kingdom 
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Sunday Mornings at Northlake 

EARLY WORSHIP  8:30am-9:30am 
Hymns and familiar songs accompanied by piano and keyboard will set 
the tone of this “lighter & quieter” worship gathering with the same 
announcements and message. Sorry, but no child care is provided during 
this service.  
 

BREAKFAST FELLOWSHIP—9:30am-9:55am 
Pancakes & eggs provided—Bring an item to share 
EVERY SUNDAY except the first Sunday each month 

FAMILY BASH potluck lunch follows worship on the first Sunday each month! 
 
 

10AM WORSHIP  10:00am-11:30am    
Full-band worship for everyone! Infant and toddler care is available upon 
arrival; all other children remain with their parents for worship—

children will be released to NorthlakeKids Ministry around 10:30am. 

We share family news and announcements and then receive the mes-
sage including time to respond together with our children. 
 

Parents should pickup kids from  NorthlakeKids during the 
response time—an announcement will be made. THANKS! 
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WORSHIP THROUGH GIVING 

Financial Snapshot June 2019 

GOAL  $ 34,750      

REC’D $ 41,187     +$6,437 

Emergency Needs Fund ($225); Building Fund ($200); Campus 

Towers ($50); Three Rivers Christian School ($100); Love INC of 

Cowlitz County ($200); Community House on Broadway ($145); 

Hard Hats for Christ ($25); Three Rivers House of Prayer ($100); 

Jews for Jesus ($50); Israel Mission ($4,181); Mexico Mission 

($3,792); Uganda Mission ($50); Martin & Elizabeth ($75); Uganda 

Refugee Teachers ($50); Joseph & Lynne-Asia ($195); Mexico 

Mission ($465); Tents of Mercy-Israel ($50); Philippines Mission 

($200); One Great Hour of Sharing ($70); Cowlitz Chaplaincy 

($50); People International ($950); Operation Mobilization ($850); 

Mustard Seed Ministries—Philippines ($50); Love Offering: Nepal 

Mission ($1,362) 

TOTAL GIVING: 

$55,149 

Our General Fund giving was the best month year-to-date! 

Thank you for your faithful giving in worship of our Lord Je-

sus Christ, carrying on His works in and through Northlake! 

July General Fund giving totaled $24,698, $10,052 under 

budgeted goal. Pray as we continue through the summer 

months. 

WAYS TO GIVE:  

 Giving Booth in the southwest corner of the worship auditori-

um on Sundays; 

 Giving Kiosk is available for debit/credit card and smart pay in 

the lobby under the monitor; 

 our website: northlake-church.org; “Giving” upper right corner 

 Giving by Text: text ‘givetonorthlake” to 95577 (don’t save your 

information and you will be able to include a memo each time for any 

designations); 

 AND... we have also launched the Northlake Church 

smartphone App that is available at your app store. The app 

provides easy links to our website including a donate link! 

Search for: northlake church longview and look for our com-

pass logo. 



STAY IN TOUCH 

COME SEE US 
2614 Ocean Beach Hwy. 
Longview, WA  98632 

CALL US 
360.423.3805 

VISIT US 
www.northlake-church.org 

EXTENDED MINISTRIES 
 

For more information about Campus Towers Retirement Home 

www.campustowers.org 
 

For more information about Three Rivers Christian School 

www.3riversschool.net 
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Northlake coffee mugs are  

available for $5 each!  

Stop by the Welcome Center on  

Sundays or the church office M-TH, 8am-4pm 

                           
 
 
 

 

COMING THIS FALL! 

win+win 

parenting 
Northlake is a sponsoring church 
for this parenting seminar to be 
held at Father’s House Church 

here in Longview, Sept 7-8. 
 

For info & SIGN-Up online: 
winwin2019.com  

 
for more info see page 6 

http://www.ChurchName.org

