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The Gifts of Christmas       Mark Schmutz, senior pastor 

“For the wages of sin is death, 

but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  
Romans 6:23 (NIV)   
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Northlake Church 
                        Grace • Love • Service 

     Christmas is still good news of great joy for all people! Our Savior came into 

our world to save us all from our sins. In these times of uncertainty and struggle, 

let’s receive afresh the Gifts of Christmas: Hope. Love. Joy. Peace. 

     Most of your family and friends still celebrate Christmas in some way. I want to 

encourage you to reach out and invite someone to come along with us on Sunday 

mornings as we marvel again at the coming of Jesus, the Son of God, the Lamb of 

God who takes away the sins of the world, the King of Israel who will return to 

bring real, lasting peace on earth, the Son of Man who gives us the gift of for-

giveness—He himself has purchased the greatest gift of all: eternal life. 

     Pray and invite and rejoice: GOD us WITH US! Immanuel!          Mark 



Worship & Spiritual Growth: Christian Schmutz 
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Thanksgiving is Worship 
Moving from Thanksgiving toward Christmas and a New Year! 

 

Psalm 100 

A psalm. For giving grateful praise. 

1 Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth. 

2 Worship the Lord with gladness; 

    come before him with joyful songs. 

3 Know that the Lord is God. 

    It is he who made us, and we are his; 

    we are his people, the sheep of his pasture. 

 

4 Enter his gates with thanksgiving (Towdah) 

    and his courts with praise; 

    give thanks (Yadah) to him and praise his name. 

5 For the Lord is good and his love endures forever; 

    his faithfulness continues through all generations 

 

During this season of giving thanks I thought I would take a quick moment 

to talk about Thanksgiving biblically. Thanksgiving is a form of praise!  

In the Psalms we often see English words translated as “praise” or 

“thanks.” However in Hebrew there are actually seven different words 

that each describe a different way to express our praise to the Lord. I want 

to talk about a couple of those Hebrew words which I believe will open up 

our hearts and show us some of the ways we can worship the Lord during 

this thanksgiving season, enter advent, and anticipate a New Year in our 

Lord! 

#1 Yadah - translated in English as “praise” or “thanks.” 

This Hebrew word literally means to throw, to shoot, or cast our hands up 

to God. Yes, worshipping the Lord by raising our hands to him is in the 

Bible! So cool. 

The lifting of hands and thanksgiving are seen together consistently in the 

Bible. In fact forty times this word Yadah it is actually translated as thanks-

giving.  

Giving thanks opens our minds to our testimonies. It helps us remember 

the faithfulness and the goodness of God. When we praise using this word 

Yahdah we are thanking God specifically for what he has done in our lives. 

So, the next time you are in your personal time with God, in Church, Life 

Group or just around the dinner table you can try this:  

Lift up your hands to the Lord and spend a few moments out loud thank-

ing him. Thank him for your own story, specifically, for the way he drew 

you to himself, out of the darkness and into his glorious light!  

#2 Towdah  

This word is also connected to thanksgiving. The difference is that this 

word is a legal or a courtroom term. It is a confession or a sacrifice of 

praise. Hebrews 14:14-15 really describes this concept well: “....for here 

we have no lasting city, but we seek the city that is to come. Through him then 

let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips 

that acknowledge his name.” 

When we are praising God using Towdah, we are giving thanks to God for 

promises that are not yet received. When we do this we are stepping out of our 

current situation, circumstance, or reality and stepping into/aligning ourselves 

with the realities of Heaven. Even if we aren’t feeling it or experiencing it we 

are giving thanks and praise to God for who he is, for his character, for his 

promises, and for his word. Some examples of this might be:  

 “Lord I thank you that my friend who doesn’t know you is being pur

 sued by you. I thank you Lord that you leave the ninety-nine and go 

 after the one who has wandered. You desire my friend to know you!”  

 Or if you are believing for healing in your life or a friend’s life: “Lord I 

 thank you God that you are the healer....”  

 Or if you are believing for breakthrough and are feeling overwhelmed 

 and confused: “Thank you Lord that you are not a God of confusion 

 but that you are a God of peace…”  

These are just a few ways to thank God for the truth that he has spoken in his 

word. (this is also a great way to pray and get to know the Bible). Again I invite 

you to put this into practice. This is powerful. With hands raised give thanks out 

loud to the Lord for who he is and what he promises. This is the sacrifice of 

praise. We align ourselves with Heaven and with the realities of the Kingdom!  

In conclusion, I hope that in this season of giving thanks we can understand in a 

deeper way how thanksgiving leads us into the presence of God. It is worship! I 

also hope that we can together become more aware that Jesus is the source of 

everything good that we have (Ps 16).  

Praise is befitting of our God! He has come! His is coming again! 

Blessings and Happy Thanksgiving! Let’s enter His gates with Thanksgiving, His 

courts with praise, meet Him afresh in the manger, and believe His promises 

will carry us into the New Year! 

Christian 

 

 

Here are a few songs that have been encouraging me in the past month: 



Life Together    Life Groups, Connect Groups & House Churches 

 
 
 

Connecting at Northlake 
  Life Groups/House Church: open-ended, relationship-based  

  groups that meet regularly to experience the Lord’s PRESENCE, POWER and PURPOSE.  
 
Some groups meet weekly, some bi-weekly in the model of Jesus and His group of followers: Jesus had 3 very close friends; 

12 core group members; and, 70 ministry partners who reached out to all the people they could with the message  and power of God’s love. 
Groups primarily meet in homes, but groups meet wherever and whenever they decide will work best for them! The primary purpose is rela-
tionship in the pursuit of Jesus...together!  We need new groups—find a partner and start inviting the people you see coming on Sunday 
mornings. This is our primary place of connecting. 
 

SIMPLE MEETING FORMAT—in the new year we are offering a digital bulletin that includes a Life Group meeting planning tool. We sug-

gest that you keep it simple: just take turns leading a short devotional time; whomever leads would be responsible for refreshments for that 
meeting; then take time to share with one another and pray for each other. An ice-breaker question is also provided for your use, if needed. 
Please provide us with your current email address to receive the new digital bulletin: Northlake Weekly. 

  
HAND-SPAN APPROACH: in this format, you take a look at a passage of the Bible together—just have someone pick one for the group: 

about a “hand-span” in length, that is, a short passage—and then discuss these five questions: 
 
 1. What did you like about what we read? 
 2. What didn’t you like? 
 3. What questions do you have about what we read? 
 4. What does this passage tell us about God? 
 5. In light of where you are in life right now, if you were to apply this to your life, what might that look like? 

 

CONNECT Groups: short-term opportunities to build relationships through shared in-

terests & activities, life enrichment classes & seminars, and…ministries & mission teams.   
 
            shared interests & activities, 

 
            life enrichment classes & seminars, and… 
 
            ministries & mission teams.  

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

New Life Groups & Connect Groups are forming as the Lord leads—contact Pastor Christian if you have a vision for a new group. 
We will have an organized launch of new groups in January. 

We are developing a team of leaders for this new season right now! 
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Prayers, Presence, and Pizza! 

As 2018 closes out I want to express my 

gratitude to all who have supported the 

youth ministry through prayers, presence, 

and pizza! There have been so many who 

have been in prayer on behalf of the young people 

which is the greatest gift. We are on the spiritual frontlines 

and depend on Jesus going before us. Please continue 

to lift the youth up. We are praying for transformation 

from the inside out. Many have offered their presence at 

youth outings and events. Greeting the young people on 

a Sunday morning also shows them they are seen. There 

has been a group of faithful men who have signed up 

for a regular pizza (and other delicious food) delivery 

rotation! And they don’t just have it delivered, they pop 

in and say “Hi!” Their presence and meal ministry speaks 

volumes to the young people. Keep it up, Northlake! 

Keep loving our youth and showing them with your 

prayers, presence, ...and pizza! 

Wednesday, Dec. 19th we're joining with 
community youth groups at Shekinah for a 
Christmas Gathering. Time: TBD 

Girl’s Group Christmas Movie/Craft Night 

Planning to leave from the church campus at 5pm.  

Ask PJ for permission form and more details. 

Youth Group 
Wednesdays @6pm 

Girls Christmas  
Movie/Craft Night 
12/14 @ 6:30pm 

DECEMBER 
HAPPENINGS 

 
Girls  Group 

Wednesdays @5pm 

DECEMBER 
HAPPENINGS 

 
Girl’s  Group 

Wednesdays @ 5pm 

Youth Group 

Wednesdays @ 6pm 

Girl’s Christmas Movie/Craft Night 

12/14 @ 6:30pm 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

12/4 Mari Morrison 

12/23 Abby Bennet 

12/24 Gabe Lawson 

12/27 Grace Cochran 

Community Youth Group @ Shekinah 

12/19 time TBD 

Community Youth Group @ Shekinah 
Ice Skating @ Lloyd Center 

12/21 @ 5pm 

Ice Skating @ The Lloyd Center1 @ 5pm 

Girl's only Christmas movie/craft sleepover. At the 
church campus, Friday, December 14 at 6:30pm to 
Saturday, December 15 at 9am.  



Hey Northlake Family,   

         

I just wanted to give you a quick look into what’s  

going on in NorthlakeKids! This year we will be starting 

our 8-week teaching rotation for all of our classrooms!  

I am super excited about his and if you are just as 

excited, please come find me on Sunday morning or  

call my cell and we can get you on the rotation.  

 

If you look to the right at the pictures, you will see 

the children doing some hand motions to some worship 

songs. We were so blessed to have Pastor Joshua, Erika 

Luther and Kristine Reto lead worship for us a few Sundays  

ago. Pastor Joshua has volunteered to come down to lead 

worship for the children once a month. We value worship  

here at Northlake and are so excited to raise up the  

children to love worshiping the Lord. 

 

In the last newsletter, I said I would give more insight into 

the parenting group that Andrea Brogan is going to lead.  

We have been meeting each week to pray and think  

about what kind of intentional community could be  

built up at Northlake in regard to families. We are  

hoping that this group will be a place for parents  

and younger individuals to have mutually edifying 

relationships with one another so that 

we can build one another up in Christ. Be 

watching for more information to come mid-December.  

Andrea is hoping to start the group at the beginning of  

January. 

 

Blessings, Miranda 



NorthlakeSeniors 

NorthlakeSeniors 

SENIOR ADULT MINISTRY—Ages 50+ 
 If you are at least 50 years old, we would like you to join us on any of our activities listed below!    

We schedule some of our trips on Saturdays for those that are not yet retired. 
Please join us!   

(If one member of a couple is 50+ they are both welcome to come to our events! 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, December 12th – Men’s Breakfast at 9:00am    The men meet at Campus Towers, 1767 

20th Avenue, Longview  for breakfast and fellowship. Men invite your 50+ friends to join you for breakfast. Call Butch 
Harford at 360/577-0368 with any questions. 
 

 

The Northlake Seniors Annual Christmas Luncheon will be Saturday, December 1 at noon. 
This event is by pre-sold tickets only. It will be held in the Activity Room at Campus Towers. SOLD OUT 

(NOTE: there is NO SUNDAY DINNER in December) 
 

We wish each of you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
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Northlake Fostering Together 
 

Save the Date 
April 5 & 6, 2019 

 
This April our church will be the host site for the 

Empowered to Connect Conference 
National Simulcast 

 
 

This is your chance to come and experience practical teaching in a safe and supportive community.    
We work to equip families, churches, and professionals to better serve children impacted by trauma, adoption and foster care.   

  
Featuring Trust-Based Relational Intervention® methods, developed by Dr. Karyn Purvis and Dr. David Cross from the Karyn 

Purvis Institute of Child Development at TCU, to help bring attachment and connection in families.  
 

Pastors, ministry leaders, educators, childcare workers, social service providers, 
foster and adoptive families, are encouraged to attend!  

 
Your Northlake Fostering Together team is so excited that we can bring this training to Longview and that our church will 

be the host site.  Please help us get the word out and mark your calendars.  More details to follow in the coming months. 



News From UGANDA 
Visit to the Ik people 

The Ik people live in the mountain ranges that border Kenya and Uganda to the 
North East. They used to be hunters and gatherers until recently. They are 
among the most disadvantaged people in Uganda. They have no roads to speak 
of. They have no services of any nature. Charitable organizations have started a 
few primary schools. 
 
Ephraim Tumusiime and Mark Ndyagasha spent a day up in the mountains with 
the Ik. It was a great experience. The lack of water was evident in many ways. 
We did not see any rivers, streams or creeks in these mountains. Everything was 
dry. There were bridges in the low land which did not have any water under 
them. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

L - Ephraim on top of the ridge where the Ik live nowadays. They are now small-scale cultivators.  
R - Ephraim, Mark and John Mark our Ik friend standing in the middle of us in Kaabong town. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
L - Ephraim standing by one of the dry bridges below the mountains where the Ik live.  
R - Ephraim blessing his little friends in the Ik mountains outside a Primary school building. 

APOSTOLIC MINISTRIES  Expanding the Kingdom 

Financial Snapshot OCTOBER 2018 

Budget GOAL  $ 33,000 

REC’D:           $ 24,018 

Other giving: Emergency Needs Fund ($150); Cross Fix Gar-

age ($300); Building Fund ($44 + $2,456 window rebate); 

Three Rivers Christian School ($240); Love INC of Cowlitz 

County ($50); Three Rivers House of Prayer ($100); Hard Hats 

for Christ ($25); Philippines Mission ($1,215); Martin & Eliza-

beth ($695); Ephraim & Jova ($20); Uganda Well Fund ($20); 

ASIA: William & Lynne ($515); People International ($950); 

Operation Mobilization ($50); World Mission ($100); RMMO 

($50); Mustard Seed Ministries ($50); Israel ($20); Korea Mis-

sion ($1,069) 

Total Giving:  
$31,982 

 
The Northlake Church Annual Meeting for Budget and Elections will 

take place following worship on Sunday, December 2 in the sanctuary. 
A copy of the proposed budget and nominations for open offices was 

sent out in November. Copies will be available at the meeting. 
Child care will be provided for infants through 5th grade. 
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Sunday Mornings at Northlake 
(9:15am-9:50am—FOUNDATIONS:  prophetic worship) 

 

     WORSHIP  10:00am-10:30am    

     Full-band worship ends with a 5 minute break.    

     NorthlakeKids children’s ministries K-5th begins here. 

      

     10:35am-11:45am    

     WORSHIP/MESSAGE & RESPONSE 

     We start with a song, share family news and  

     announcements and then receive the message  

     with a response time.  On occasion we may go   

     past 11:45am, though you are always free to go 

     when you need to! Parents should pickup kids from        

     NorthlakeKids no later than 11:45am. THANKS! 

December Mission of  the Month 

The roots of the Retired Ministers and Missionaries Offering (RMMO) orig-

inated in the mid-1930s, when American Baptist congregations received a 

Communion Fellowship Offering on the first Sunday of each month to sup-

port retired ministers, missionaries, their widowed spouses and elderly 

clergy within their churches. In 1977, American Baptist Churches USA 

launched RMMO to continue this appreciation of God’s service. 

The offering is rooted in thankfulness and honors the individual acts of 

support and faith that recipients have shown to their congregations and 

communities. In our congregation, Dr. Jim and Lois Brudi, Jim and Elaine 

Chenoweth, and Bob and Aileen Stanford are all blessed by our giving to 

this nation-wide campaign. Appreciation gifts are provided to each and an 

emergency needs fund is also funded for retired ministers and missionar-

ies in our family of congregations. 

OUR GOAL for DECEMBER: $1,500 



STAY IN TOUCH 

COME SEE US 
2614 Ocean Beach Hwy. 
Longview, WA  98632 

CALL US 
360.423.3805 

VISIT US 
www.northlake-church.org 

EXTENDED MINISTRIES 
 

For more information about Campus Towers Retirement Home 

www.campustowers.org 
 

For more information about Three Rivers Christian School 

www.3riversschool.net 
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Northlake coffee mugs are  

available for $5 each!  

Stop by the Welcome Center on  

Sundays or the church office M-TH, 8am-4pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE at Northlake     Monday December 24, 6pm-7pm   Carols • Children’s Story • Christ • Candles 

http://www.ChurchName.org

